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7. Learn something new. 

8. Travel to new places. 

9. Enjoy life more. 

10. Go to school. 

 

Did you notice none of these had anything 

to do with God?  And yet the Scriptures 

says in Acts 17:28 says, ―For in Him we 

live, and move, and have our being.‖ 

 

The spiritual and the eternal part of life 

needs to become more of a priority with 

each of us. 

 

The other day I came across an old recipe 

for rabbit stew.  It starts out like this: “First, 

catch the rabbit.” That’s putting first 

things first. This Macedonia, is what we 

need to do in this New Year.  Spiritual pri-

orities should be first on our list. 

 

Jesus said it long time ago in Matthew 

6:33, ―Seek ye first the kingdom of God and 

His righteousness, and all these others 

things will be added unto you.‖ 

 

With that being said, Herein is Macedonia’s 

top three priorities for 2012: 

 

Analyze Everything (21)! To analyze 

means, ―to study or determine the nature 

and relationship of the parts of by analysis.‖ 

Focus Scripture:  

1 Thessalonians 5:21-22 

 
A reporter asked the foun-

der of McDonald’s, Ray 

Kroc, about his order of 

priorities.  ―I believe in 

God, my family and 

McDonald’s.‖ And then he 

went on to add, ―And 

when I get to the office, I reverse the order.‖ 

 

When many people enter the public arena their 

priorities change and they put God on the shelf.  

He may be something of a priority on Sunday 

mornings and truly when we’re experiencing 

some serious problems, but otherwise, He is out 

of sight and out of mind. 

 

Usually your priorities depend on who you are 

and where you are.  Top ten lists of resolutions 

for 2012: 

 

1. Quit smoking. 

2. Get out of debt – save more and 

spend less. 

3. Get organized. 

4. Spend more time with family and 

friends. 

5. Get in shape. 

6. Help others. 

Continued on page 2 
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To analyze suggests separating or distinguishing the 

component parts of something – so as to discover its 

true nature or inner relationship.  To analyze is to dis-

sect, the taking apart. 

 

Verse 21 says, ―tests everything, prove everything.‖  

And the way we are to test everything and prove eve-

rything is with the Word of God! 

 

Whether or not we realize it, the world is preaching to 

us every day.   Through the TV, News, Soap Opera’s, 

Movies, Advertisement, Internet, the Newspapers, 

Billboards, Friends, Family, Neighbors, and Co-

workers.  

 

Our standard for measuring and analyzing should be 

like that of the Berean’s. Our measuring rod should 

not be based upon our prejudices, they should be 

based upon what thus saith the Lord – Acts 17:11. 

 

Evangelize Everyone (21)!  The very simple defini-

tion of evangelism is ―Making known the Good News 

of Jesus Christ to a dying world.‖ 

 

A more formal definition of evangelism is, ―The ver-

bal and visible declaration of the death and resurrec-

tion of Jesus Christ for the sins of humankind, done 

with the intent of leading people to salvation.  A proc-

lamation of the Gospel with a view to persuade.‖ 

 

The only way to get excited about the church and sold 

on the church is to get more involved!  The more you 

pitch in, the more pitch to others you will have.  We 

need to evangelize others in 2012 more than we did in 

2011. 

 

Scrutinize Yourself (22)!  To scrutinize means, ―To 

examine and pay close attention to minute detail.‖  To 

determine the nature, condition or quality of a thing.‖ 

 

The Holy Scriptures gives us three instances whereby 

it urges us to determine the condition and quality of 

our salvation: 

 

―Examine yourselves, whether ye be in the faith; 

prove your own selves.  Know ye not your own 

selves, how that Jesus Christ is in you, except ye be 

reprobates.‖ 

                                                                                                               

II Corinthians 13:5 

 

―I therefore, the prisoner of the Lord, beseech you that 

ye walk (live) worthy of the vocation wherewith ye 

are called.‖ 

                                                                                                                 

Ephesians 4:1 

 

―Wherefore the rather, brethren, give diligence to 

make your calling and election sure.‖ 

                                                                                                                  

I Peter 1:10a 

 

~ Pastor Troxler 

Equipped to Serve 

When: 

Monday 

January 9th @
 6:00 pm                               

Where: Old Church-site 
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 The new year is 

an opportunity for 

everyone to start 

with a clean slate. 

To begin again. We 

often try to make a 

new year’s resolu-

tion and then be-

come depressed 

when we can’t keep them. Wouldn’t 

you like this year to be different?  

Experts tell us if we can repeat some-

thing at least 11 times, we are well on 

the way to making that a habit. Weekly 

Prayer Service will help you repeat 

your activity 52 

times, not just 11.     

Almost all of us 

would agree that 

spending more time 

in prayer would be a 

good thing.  

Join us on January 

18th for our first 

Prayer Service of 

2012.   If you connect with a Prayer 

Partner, your experience will be taken 

to a deeper level.  

Please make time for more, and more 

meaningful, prayer this year.  

New Habits in the New Year 

 You cannot pray the Lord’s Prayer and 
even once say I.  

 
You cannot pray the Lord’s Prayer and 

even once say My.  
 

Nor can you pray the Lord’s Prayer and 
not pray for one another, To ask God for 
“our” daily bread, you must include your 

brother.  
 

For others are included ... in each and 
every plea, From the beginning to the end 

of it, it does not once say Me.  

I 

Me 

Mine 

My 
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ebster says ―inspire‖ means ―to influence, 

move, or guide by divine or exalting natural inspira-

tion. . . to infuse by breath-

ing. . . bring 

about‖ (Webster’s Ninth 

New Collegiate Diction-

ary).  

od says ―All Scripture 

is inspired by God and is 

useful to teach us what is 

true and to make us realize 

what is wrong in our lives. 

It straightens us out and 

teaches us to do what is 

right. It is God’s way of preparing us in every way, 

fully equipped for every good thing God wants us to 

do‖ (2 Timothy 3:16-17 NLT).  

Nutrition experts tell us that breakfast is the most 

important meal of the day. I heard a news clip on 

this subject. The newscaster, quoting from a survey, 

shared some staggering statistics about our breakfast 

habits. The most notable were that only about half of 

us eat breakfast at all; of those who do, the average 

time spent is 3 minutes and 15 seconds; some people 

eat while getting dressed and others while commut-

ing to work. (Oops, I’m guilty of that one!) The sur-

vey suggests that these habits are due to our ever-

increasing busy schedules. We either choose to sleep 

later in the morning due to late-night activity or we 

focus on getting to work early. Whatever the case, 

when we neglect having a healthful breakfast, ex-

perts tell us it sets the stage for poor nutrition 

choices during the day. Lots to think about.  

Personally, I like to have a little soul food to start 

my day. The kind of soul food I’m talking about is 

that which comes from God’s word. There’s no bet-

ter way to start each day than to sit quietly with God 

and allow him to speak to you from His Word. 

Whether you’re in need of courage or encourage-

ment, assurance of 

forgiveness, wis-

dom or guidance, 

an ounce or two 

of hope, or 

strength to face a 

challenge, God’s 

word contains 

everything you 

need. God says, 

―Listen to me, and 

eat what is good, 

and your soul will 

delight in the rich-

est of are‖ (Isaiah 

55:2). The New Living Translation puts it this way, 

―I will tell you where to get food that is good for the 

soul.‖ See what I mean? SOUL food! Spend time 

with God in His Word, and you strengthen your life. 

Hide God’s Word in your heart and, like the psalmist 

says, you’ll have a lamp for your feet and a light for 

your path. Sacrifice that time and, well, I don’t even 

want to think about the consequences!  

As we start a new year, some of us are thinking 

about getting a fresh start, implementing new habits 

or getting rid of old ones. We often call those New 

Year’s resolutions. That may include things like eat-

ing a more healthful breakfast, but perhaps the best 

resolution we could make is to spend daily, quality 

time in God’s word. What do you think? If you do 

make that resolution and find yourself falling off the 

wagon a day or two like most people, don’t give up! 

God is always there to help you start again. . . and 

again. . . and again. Happy New Year!  
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―Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new 

creation; the old has gone, the new has come!‖ 
 

2 Corinthians 5:17 (NIV)  

5 

7 ACROSS ―For the love of God __ us because we judge 

thus...‖  2 Corinthians 5:14 

2 DOWN ―...that if One ___ for all, then all died.‖        

2 Corinthians 5:14 

6 DOWN ―And He died for all, that those who live 

should no longer live for themselves, but for 

Him who died for them and ____ again.‖      

2 Corinthians 5:15 

5 ACROSS ―If anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation: 

old things have passed away; behold all 

things have become ___.‖                                

2 Corinthians 5:17 

3 DOWN ―...God was in Christ ___ the world to him-

self...‖  2 Corinthians 5:19 

1 ACROSS ―Therefore we are ___ for Christ, as though 

God were pleading through us:  we implore 

you on Christ’s behalf, be reconciled to 

God.‖  2 Corinthians 5: 20 

4 DOWN ―For He made Him who knew no sin to be 

sin for us, that we might become the ___ of 

God in Him.‖  2 Corinthians 5:21 
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Going Up? 

Devotionals Can Give You A Big Spiritual Lift 

One short page a day. That’s it? Some of us might 

turn up our noses at the notion of connecting with 

God through a short section of 

prefabricated copy. It may 

seem uninspired 

compared to the divine connec-

tion we’d prefer to make with 

God on a daily basis. But little 

moments add up. I know this. 

 

Many of us connect with some-

one dear to us every night. We 

know exactly how they are do-

ing and what’s going on in 

their life. And it probably takes 

five minutes—tops—to max 

out that daily conversation. 

Needless to say, you have a 

great relationship with that per-

son. 

 

Then there are other people in 

our lives that we catch up with 

from time to time.  Our rela-

tionship is strong but if we 

made a point to call them everyday, it would defi-

nitely add to the quality of our connection. 

 

Which type of relationship do you have…with God? 

Do you  find yourself playing catch-up with Him 

before a weekly Bible study or Sunday morning ser-

vice? Or do you have that daily connection with 

Him—but still  find yourself wanting more? If you 

will spend time in daily devotion, it will give you an 

amazing spiritual lift! 

 

In Mark 4:24 Jesus says, The measure [of thought 

and study] you give [to the truth you hear] will be 

the measure [of virtue and knowledge] that comes 

back to you. 

 

Apply this one scripture to your life 

and you’re in for some major bene-

fits—because God is a great encour-

ager.  He always tells the truth. He 

believes in you; prays for you. He 

knows all the answers to your ques-

tions and concerns. He knows ex-

actly how you’re doing and where 

you’re going and He’s always going 

to be there for you (see Hebrews 

13:5).   

 

So why not try a daily devotional? 

Even if it’s minutes at a time, you 

can: 

• Pray about how to apply it to your 

life. 

• Meditate on scripture. 

• Train yourself to stay focused on 

what God’s saying to your heart. 

• Ask questions about the material and study an-

swers. 

If you miss a day, it’s okay. Just pick up and start 

going again. A devotional will help you grow ever 

more comfortable with God and get your conversa-

tions up to speed. God has a great plan for your life 

and He’ll reveal it to you little by little…by little. 

Macedonia’s Daily Devotional 
The Word For You Today 

Is a quarterly devotional 

Available in the church office. 



Launching out means setting goals, establishing a plan 

to reach them, and becoming accountable.  It requires 

staying in sync with God’s will, confronting your fears 

and discovering the rewards that lie on the other side 

of them.  It demands looking in the mirror, and either 

respecting or correcting what you’re becoming.  It calls 

for devoting your life to something greater than your-

self, even when others don’t understand.  It’s having an 

―I will fear no evil for Thou art with me‖ (Psalm 23:4) 

attitude, and attempting great things for God.  As you 

enter this New Year, stop and recall God’s goodness.  

Check the price tag on His will for your life against 

what you’re already paying, and compare the rewards 

of both.  Then, ―launch out‖ and don’t look back! 

The Monthly Testimony                                                                                                                   January 2012 

7 

Someone has said that mediocrity is just the best of the 

worst and the worst of the best.  Is that what you want 

this year?  If not, you must be willing to leave the 

safety of where you are, and go where God wants to 

take you.  After fishing all night and catching nothing, 

Jesus told His disciples, ―Launch out into the deep and 

let down your nets for a catch.‖  In other words, leave 

the safety of the shoreline and be willing to face the 

fury of the storm, knowing that God is with you.  

Helen Keller, who overcame incredible challenges, 

said, ―Security is a myth.  The reason we don’t experi-

ence it is because it doesn’t exist.  Avoiding danger or 

failure is no safer in the long run than outright risk.  

Life is either a daring adventure or nothing at all.‖  

LAUNCH OUT 
“Launch out into the deep and let down your nets for a catch.”  Luke 5:4 

Brand New 
to  grant when you have fewer conflicting 

desires.  

All you dreamed but didn’t dare to 

do, all you hoped but did 

not will, all the faith you 

claimed but did not 
have — these slumber lightly, 

waiting to be awakened by the 

touch of a strong purpose.  

I am your opportunity to renew 

your allegiance to him who 

said, ―See, I am making all things 

new‖ (Revelation 21:5, NRSV).  

I am the new year. I am an unspoiled 

page in your book of time.  

I am your next chance at the 

art of living. I am your oppor-

tunity to practice what you 

have learned about life dur-

ing the last 12 months.  

All you sought and didn’t 

find is hidden in me, waiting 

for you to search it but with 
more determination. All the good 

you tried for and didn’t achieve is mine 
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Happy Birthday  
to all those 

Celebrating during the 
month of  
January!  

God bless you and keep 
you for many more. 

 Equipped to Serve 

Health Ministry 

Will now meet every Monday 

6:00p.m. - 7:30p.m. 
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Macedonia Missionary Baptist Church 

Rev. Timothy Troxler, Pastor 
636 W. Van Buren St. 

Battle Creek, MI 49037 
Phone :  (269) 964-0015 

Z  ―I love all beginnings, despite their anxiousness and their un-

certainty.‖  

—Rainer Maria Rilke  
 
Z  ―The place God calls you to is the place where your deep glad-

ness and the world’s deep hunger meet.‖  

—Frederick Buechner 
 

Z  ―The highest reward for a person’s toil is not what they get for 

it, but what they become by it.‖  

—John Ruskin  
 

Z  ―Let us sing even when we do not feel like it, for in this way 

we give wings to heavy feet and turn weariness into strength.‖  
—John Henry Jowett  


